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C H A L L E N G E

McCann Erickson wanted a way to grab information

from a PDF form, use it to create mechanicals and

automatically ingest that information into its digital

asset management database. McCann developed the

PDF form a few years ago to replace small handwritten

slips of paper bearing guideline information for each

mechanical. The PDF form included quick reference to

details such as checkboxes for new mechanicals versus

pickup mechanicals, and file locations.

S O L U T I O N

To l ink the  PDF form to  an  asset

management system, McCann Erickson

New York i s  implement ing  Xinet ’s

WebNat ive  Venture ,  a  d ig i ta l  asset

management  database ,  wi th  Tr iple

Triangle’s Mechanical Cubed, which will

provide a single integrated workflow for

creating and maintaining mechanicals,

and the metadata associated with them.

The combination of Xinet and Triple Triangle eliminates

the tedious task of entering metadata by extracting it

automatically from a PDF form. That same metadata is

then used to create a mechanical, complete with crop

marks and slugs, and is automatically pulled into

WebNative Venture in English word descriptions as

searching criteria by agency, clients and studio personnel.

R E S U LT S

Under the new workflow, which is in the

process of being fine-tuned and deployed,

Project Management will fill out the PDF

form with mechanical specifications and

email  i t  the Studio,  where i t  wil l

automatically populate all the fields that

the studio art ists  previously retyped

when creating mechanicals.  When the

mechanical file is saved to the server, it

auto-populates those same matching fields

in the WebNative Venture database.

X I N E T  A N D  T R I P L E  T R I A N G L E  B R I N G  A C C U R A C Y  T O  I N D E S I G N  W O R K F L O W  

MCCANN ER ICKSON

A  X I N E T  C A S E  S T U D Y

“TRIPLE TRIANGLE IS A BRIDGE THAT WILL TIE

XINET AND INDESIGN INTO OUR WORKFLOW

IN A COMPLETE WAY.”

S T E FA N I  PA G A N O  

V I C E P R E S I D E N T ,  M G R .  O F D I G I T A L S E R V I C E S

M C C A N N E R I C K S O N ,  N E W Y O R K
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“This is obviously a huge time-saver. When the project manager

gives us correct information, it remains correct three steps later

and no one will have to retype it,or make sure they typed it

correctly,” said Stefani Pagano, Vice President, Manager of

Digital Services of McCann New York. “With the new system,

we will gain access to information on the web about our

mechanicals that we had no realistic way of obtaining otherwise.”

A B O U T  T R I P L E  T R I A N G L E ,  I N C .

Triple Triangle, Inc. (www.tripletriangle.com) is a leading

provider of Adobe InDesign plug-in products and custom

software that was founded by former members of Adobe's

InDesign development team. Triple Triangle's products,

Mechanica l  Cubed ,  Crop  Cubed ,  S lug  Cubed ,  Spec  Cubed ,  Co lo r  Spec

Cubed, and Raster Write Cubed, are used by major advertising agencies and

publishers worldwide.

A B O U T  X I N E T,  I N C .

Xinet (www.xinet.com) is a leader in digital asset management and workflow

solutions for advertising, publishing, printing and retail companies. Xinet has

offices in Berkeley, California, and Munich, Germany. In any industry where

graphic files are transferred between servers, workstations, and output devices,

Xinet maximizes efficiency by integrating production, collaboration and digital

asset management. 

For more information about Xinet products, online demos or to view video

testimonials of Xinet customers McCann Erickson, TIME, Sports Illustrated,

Fortune, Grey Global, Quebecor World Premedia, Ogilvy & Mather, please visit

www.xinet.com.


